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Photo captions:
On Thursday, April 23, parishioners of St. Anastasia Parish showed their 
appreciation for their priests and sisters by participating in a drive by 
parade with hand written signs and shouts of good cheer.

Enjoy the photos of our beautiful church.

 Photos courtesy of Carmen Smargiassi / www.MODA.photography

Welcome to The Anastasian. We hope you enjoy this 
newsletter. St. Anastasia is a large, vibrant parish with 
many different groups engaged in wonderful activi-
ties that give life to the parish. This newsletter will offer 
you the chance to learn more about the many ways our 
friends and neighbors in Christ engage with the parish to 
deepen their faith and enrich their lives. And you will see 
they are having a lot of fun too! Please let us know what 
you think and how we can improve. 
        E-mail us at promotion@saintannies.org. 
        "Like" us on Facebook saintanastasianewtownsquare
        Follow the parish Instagram saintanastasiaparish
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Dear Parishioners of Saint Anastasia Parish, 

Here it is the latest edition of The Anastasian - digital only! Another first in living through this 
pandemic. We are grateful for all who have made this publication possible. It is a little shorter 

than usual, but I know you will enjoy reading it. 

Early on in my weekly Covid - 19 communications to you I mentioned something that I would like to reiterate. At that time, 
we were all wondering about what we would do about this or that situation. I wrote, “None of us really knows but together 
we’ll figure something out that will work.” This digital only edition of The Anastasian is an example of “figuring it out. “ 

Our feature writer is Joe Holden. His article highlights Joe’s experience being our Music Director 
during this time of shutdown and pandemic. His article is filled with examples of “figuring it out” all the 
while making beautiful music and liturgy meaningful. We thank Joe for the gift of livestreaming so that 
we can “attend” a weekly parish Mass. 

Enjoy the photos of our parish family, “figuring it out” in the domestic church. You have been 
doing it for nine weeks now. Working from home, trying to facilitate your children’s education, 
food shopping, helping your neighbor or a loved one, or maybe going out to work each day. And we cannot forget the      cre-
ative ways to stay connected like drive by parades and friendly shout outs. The pictures tell the story, from the homes filled 
with families to the pictures of an empty church. 

This issue of The Anastasian is part of our parish story of Covid - 19, the new coronavirus, the 
Pandemic of 2020. It is the issue that reminds us that we will get through this together “figuring 
it out” with God’s help and our response to 
God’s grace. 

God bless us all, 
Father Colagreco
www.saintanastasia.net

A Letter from Our Pastor
Father Colagreco



Issue 15 - The A
nastasian - 5

The Anastasian 5 May 2020

While under the stay-at-home order from Governor Tom Wolf, parishioners used the social media platforms of Facebook 
and Instagram to stay connected and posted many photos under the unifying hashtag of #StayHomeStAnnies.

A Letter from Our Pastor
Father Colagreco

#StayHomeStAnnies 
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The span of this season is a blur. Never in a million years, we would think. The longest spring of our lives. And yet here we 
are. For me, a Wednesday in mid-March signaled the beginning of an unimaginable, unprecedented shutdown of our state. 
Contrast that with how this time is normally spent, when liturgical ministers ramp up plans for Holy Week and Easter. It was 
all unwinding in what seemed like a slow-motion progression in real time.

It was March 11. I had choir rehearsal the night before. A number of members were absent, but the session still went well. 
New music was coming together nicely. We were adjusting to a newly purchased riser to accommodate the choir nearly 
doubling in size due to a recent recruitment. Even with the additional space, we were still close together. A logical question: 
How long could we sustain such a tight space with news of this virus everywhere? Coincidentally, my attention was on a    
basketball game that suddenly halted. Players were testing positive for COVD-19. The developments were unwinding rapidly. 
In a dramatic announcement, the NBA suspended its season. I was stunned. Absolutely stunned. I wrote the following email 
at 11:33 p.m.

 "Effective immediately, choir rehearsals and choir Masses are suspended at least until we have clearer guidance from   
 health officials on what we’re dealing with. There are many moving parts with this, but some major developments 
 tonight were enough to convince me this is the best policy decision for now." 

A simple parish choir rehearsal four weeks out from Easter was now too close for comfort. Those members of the choir who 
responded unanimously supported the difficult decision. The NHL and March Madness soon followed the NBA's decision to 

by Joe Holden

Livestream Mass 
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suspend. That Friday, March 13, Governor Wolf ordered schools to pause for two weeks. School administrators scrambled 
to dust off or draft distance learning plans. Emergency officials began mapping out triage plans to deal with a crush of 
cases. Supermarkets were crushed by crowds, toilet paper sales smashed records and there was a run on frozen pizza. 

There was never a more "Friday the 13th" than that. 

The following Sunday, Mass attendance was down sharply since the archbishop suspended the obligation to attend Mass. 
There were rumblings churches may have to close to adhere to social distancing and flatten "the curve." A first ever for the 
parish, we livestreamed both the 10:30 a.m. and 12 Noon masses. The broadcasts drew a combined viewership from more 
than 4,000 individual Facebook accounts. That week would mark the last public Sunday Mass. Days later, on Wednesday, 
March 18, Archbishop Nelson Perez would order the suspension of all public Masses until further notice.

We, as a parish staff, were trying to figure things out, especially when there is no such road map available on how to move 
forward. We felt our way, trying to use commonsense while following guidelines from the state, Archdiocese, and health 
experts. There was no formal plan from the Archdiocese on how to adjust. Conversations among parish staff members 
were honest and open-ended.  

It was decided we would continue the livestream of Sunday Mass. The camera would have to move closer to the altar for 
improved picture quality. A microphone stand was rigged to hold a tripod for my iPhone. I used duct tape and some other 
random materials found in the sacristy. Not an engineering marvel, but it would do the trick. We aimed to make the liturgy, 
broadcast via the parish Facebook page, as standard as possible. There would be the priest, a lector, music, a cantor, and a 
livestream operator. We limited options on who would fill those roles based on who had been at church the final weekend 
a public Mass was held. For instance, Colleen Clancy cantored the last Mass on March 15. She graciously agreed to remain 
on as cantor for our livestream Masses. 

And while the doors of the church were locked during the Mass livestream, more than 2.7 thousand Facebook accounts 
tuned in to virtually attend. Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil drew close to 10,000 views 
from individual Facebook accounts. Easter Sunday's 10:30 a.m. Mass 
was the most-viewed individual service, with 4,500 views. Using social                
distancing, Alice Quirk, a violinist, and David Zaffarano, a longtime 
cantor and member of the choir's tenor section, were brought on to 
enhance the Holy Week and Easter Triduum liturgical celebrations. In 
advance of Easter services, the parish invested resources to extend 
Wi-Fi to the upper church, providing a stronger signal for broadcast. 
The parish is presently identifying options to install a permanent video 
system. 

Pictures taken during the services of an empty church are stark                
reminders of these truly unusual times. Livestream Masses will                      
continue to be offered as part of our new evangelization in reach-
ing you. There's increased hope on the horizon as the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia rolls out guidelines on reopening parish churches. Still, 
so many questions remain unanswered: when will Memorial Masses 
be said for our many dead? When will weddings resume? When will we 
celebrate as a parish community our amazing graduates? When will 
we be able to lift up and show our heartfelt gratitude to our many 
nurses, medical staff members, doctors, physicians and first respond-
ers? God-willing, sooner than later. 

Livestream Mass 
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We, the parishioners of Saint Anastasia, are a 

strong faith based community, grounded in 

more than a century of Catholic 

tradition, rooted in worship and service. 

Compelled by the Good News of Jesus Christ, 

we are committed to growing in a deeper 

relationship with God and with one another. 

We strive to become a more vibrant parish 

by inspiring an atmosphere of belonging, of 

welcoming, and by 

promoting opportunities to share and spread 

our Catholic faith, so that we may be more 

united as one parish community.


